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Cross-country Skiing World Cup in Davos:  
World elite competes in front of the public again this year  
 

In mid-December, Davos is traditionally dominated by cross-country skiing. Also this year: The Coop FIS Cross-

Country Skiing World Cup Davos Nordic will take place for the 48th time on the weekend of 11 & 12 December 2021. 

Because of the Olympic Games, a particularly top-class field of participants is expected this winter. The significant 

difference to last year: This time the world's cross-country skiing elite will be competing in front of a large audience 

again! The Swiss cross-country skiing festival is kind of getting its soul back and can also live up to its focus of youth 

development again, by carrying out the Daehlie Kids-Event. Thanks to the innovative snow farming concept, the 

first cross-country ski trails in Davos have already been open since end of October.  

 

"We are extremely delighted to be allowed to welcome spectators to the Cross-Country Skiing World Cup in Davos 

again this year," says long-time OC President Barbara Flury with relief. "A raucous crowd is as much part of Davos 

Nordic as snow is of cross-country skiing. Without the atmosphere in the stadium, something fundamental is simply 

missing!" Davos Nordic is getting its soul back: Some 7000 spectators are expected in the Bünda stadium in Davos Dorf 

over the two days. This year, in addition to the attractive supporting programme, they will be offered sporting 

performances at the highest level.  

 

Thanks to the Olympic Games: Ultimate cross-country skiing world elite in Davos  

In terms of sport, Davos Nordic has a lot to offer this year: As the event is a qualifying competition for the Olympic 

Games in Beijing in February 2022 for many nations, the ultimate A-list of cross-country skiing is expected in Davos. 

The world's elite will use the opportunity to qualify for the highlight of the winter early in the season as well as to get 

into competition mode. A total of about 250 athletes from some 30 nations are expected. On Saturday, the 

competitions in the sprint discipline will take place, on Sunday, the men will start in the 15-kilometres and the women 

in the 10-kilometres individual discipline.  

 

Last home World Cup for Dario Cologna and Laurien van der Graaff  

All of Switzerland's top cross-country skiers will also be competing in their home World Cup – but Dario Cologna and 

Laurien van der Graaff for the last time. Both, the 35-year-old most successful cross-country skier of Switzerland ever 

with four Olympic victories, as well as the 34-year-old World Championship silver medallist and World Cup winner 

announced their retirement at the beginning of November by the end of the season. So, last chance to fanatically 

cheer on the two Swiss cross-country stars at their home venue! Thanks to the extra contingent, several young Swiss 

athletes will traditionally have the chance to gain their first valuable World Cup experience. 

 

  



 

 

Programme 48th Davos Nordic 

Saturday, 11 December 2021 
11:45: Sprint, women & men, prologue – free technique 
14:15: Sprint, women & men, finals – free technique 
Afterwards: Award ceremony (ca. 15:45) 
 

Sunday, 12 December 2021 
08:45: 20th Daehlie Kids Event 
10:40: Single start men, 15 km – free technique 
Afterwards: Award ceremony (ca. 12:15) 
14:00: Single start women, 10 km – free technique 
Afterwards: Award ceremony (ca. 15:15) 

 

Ticket for sports spectacle and attractive supporting programme  

In addition to the sporting highlights, also shown on a big screen, the audience at the Bünda stadium will be offered an 

attractive supporting programme: In the event village there are various catering options and artistic performances. In 

addition, cross-country fans can test their technical skills on various obstacles in the Dario Cologna Fun Park. Rental 

equipment is available for cross-country skiing novices. After the concept has proven itself in 2019, a fee will again be 

required to get to the Bünda grounds this year. Day tickets are available for CHF 10 in advance online sales, for CHF 15 

at the box office on site. Children up to 16 years enter for free. For organisational reasons it is recommended to purchase 

tickets online in advance at www.davosnordic.ch/en. To enter the stadium, visitors must show a valid Covid certificate.  

 

20th Daehlie Kids-Event with Anniversary Programme  

For many youngsters, the Daehlie Kids-Event is the beginning of their big career in cross-country skiing. Today's top 

Swiss cross-country sprinter Laurien van der Graaff, for example, took part in this traditional event herself when she 

was young. On Sunday, 12 December 2021, from 8.45 a.m., some 450 beaming children's faces will again complete their 

laps on the sprint course in the original World Cup stadium and meet the Norwegian Björn Daehlie, namesake of the 

event and most successful cross-country skier of all time, in person. "The Daehlie Kids-Event has established itself as a 

real highlight and emphasises our position as a family event: because no top-athletes without the mass", says OC 

President Barbara Flury, pointing out the importance of this World Cup side event. "We are very pleased to welcome 

numerous cross-country skiing stars of tomorrow again this year and to celebrate the anniversary of the event with 

them!" For the 20th edition of the Daehlie Kids-Event, there will be an extra children's concert, a balloon competition 

and pastry at the finish line. Participation is for free and open to children of all cross-country skiing levels up to the age 

of 16, register via www.davosnordic.ch/en.  

 

Volunteers wanted 

The Coop FIS Cross-Country Skiing World Cup Davos Nordic is organised by a 29-member-organising- and -competition-

committee around President Barbara Flury. During event, however, the OC also counts on 250 volunteers. Anyone who 

would like to support this spectacular major event and experience the world cross-country skiing elite from close should 

register as soon as possible at www.davosnordic.ch/en and then via the Swiss Volunteers tool.  

 

Thanks to snow farming: cross-country trails already open since end of October  

The cross-country skiing competitions in Davos always take place early in the World Cup season, in mid-December, 

usually as the first ones in Central Europe, when there is often still not much snow in our region. This is made possible 

by so-called snow farming, which was started by Davos as an absolute pioneer more than 10 years ago: Every spring, 

some 20,000 cubic metres of snow are put onto a huge pile and covered with sawdust. Experience shows that about 
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80% of the snow volume survives summer and can be used in autumn to prepare about 4 kilometres of cross-country 

ski trails. Thanks to this, Davos can always start the cross-country skiing season as early as the end of October, regardless 

of how much snow has already fallen. A trump card that is not only appreciated by the Swiss athletes from the national 

performance centre for cross-country skiing in Davos. Numerous top athletes from Germany, Italy and France also travel 

to Davos in autumn to be able to train on snow early. Since a large part of the snow farming trail corresponds to the 

World Cup course, Davos Nordic is nearly guaranteed to take place. Later in the season, Davos offers more than 100 

kilometres of classic and 75 kilometres of skating cross-country trails.  

 

Media professionals welcome on site 

Would you like to report live from the competition on site? Media professionals are very welcome at the Coop FIS Cross-

Country Skiing World Cup Davos Nordic in Davos. Please apply for accreditation using the official registration form: 

https://myoffice.prosystems.ch/DCEvent/Booking.php.  

You can pick up your accreditation at the media centre in the Bünda school building, right next to the event site. 

 

Media information and pictures 
All information for media such as official media releases, location and route maps, opening hours and site of the media 
centre or links to pictures can be found at www.davosnordic.ch/en/service/media. 
 
High-resolution images of Davos Nordic for editorial use can be downloaded from the following Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x3h5clkcv7z0627/AABNrtqAxETKgV5M1rj4SFzGa?dl=0. 
Please note the image description and the photo credits in the file name. 
 

Davos Nordic online 
Website: www.davosnordic.ch  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/davosnordic 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/davosnordic   

 
Contact 
Noemi Pleisch 
Media Davos Nordic, Davos Klosters 
Talstrasse 41, CH-7270 Davos (Switzerland) 
Phone: +41 81 415 22 92 
noemi.pleisch@davos.ch   

 
Fabio Lechner 
Head-Office & Marketing Davos Nordic, Davos Klosters 
Talstrasse 41, CH-7270 Davos (Switzerland) 
Phone: +41 81 415 21 56 
fabio.lechner@davos.ch 

 
 

 

Davos Nordic in brief 
The Coop FIS Cross-Country Skiing World Cup Davos Nordic is a two-day top sporting event with tradition. For the 48th 
time, the international cross-country skiing world elite will meet in Davos on 11 & 12 December 2021 to collect World 
Cup points in various races. Some 250 athletes from about 30 nations are expected to compete in the sprint 
competition on Saturday and in the 15 or 10 kilometres individual disciplines on Sunday. In addition, Davos Nordic 
traditionally stands for profound youth development: Almost all Swiss top cross-country skiers made their World Cup 
debut in Davos. The Daehlie Kids Event also is a long-standing event for young talents, the cross-country skiing stars of 
tomorrow. As a highly attractive sporting event, Davos Nordic always attracts several thousand spectators, who create 
a rousing atmosphere in the stadium. www.davosnordic.ch/en
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